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ACTS xxii. 16. 


And now why tarrieft thou? Ariſe and be baptized 
and waſh away thy Sins, calling upon the Name 
of the Lord, 


T7ITH theſe words Ananias concludes hi 
meſſage to Saul. He told him, the Lord 
Jeſus that had appeared to him in the war, had 
choſen him to be his miniſter, and would give him 
an inheritance with thoſe who through faith in him 
were ſanctified, and laying his hands upon bim, he 
received his ſight; which had left him at the time of 
the heavenly viſion, and he aroſe, was baptized, 
and God revealed his dear Son in him, giving him 
in that inffant — of fins and the Holy Ghoſts 
The ſudden and glotious manner of this great 
man's converſion was extraordinary, and is one of 
the cleareſt inſtances of the free-grace and ſalvation 
of God. He had been educated a zealous Jew, and 
iis life was according to the ſtricteſt order of that 
religion, but, like many of his time, ignorant of 
the redemption and of the righteouſneſs of faith; 
and therefore out of his Jewiſh zeal a bitter perſe- 
utor of the chriſtians, and thoſe who called upon 
hriſt's name. He underſtood, that the diſciples 
- worſhipped as the true God the Son of Mary. or, 
as he was called by way of reproach, the Nazarene, 
he Tolah, that is, the hanged-one, and that they 
A. no more to eſteem the righteouſneſs of works 


as formerly, but made his righteouſneſs their hope 
and doArine,' and preached ſalvation, repentanceg 
and remiſhon of fins in his name; and ſo ſtrove 
againſt them with all his might, and went ſo fat 
4g to aſſiſt at the murdering of Stephen, to whoſe 
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death he conſented, and kept their cloaths who 
ſtoned him. He was born in Tarſus, a city of 
Celiciaz and though a Jew, and the ſon of a ſtrit 
Jew, was a free man of the empire. He was 
taught the languages, and inſtructed in the Jews 
religion at Jeruſalem under the care of a learned 
doctor of the Phariſees named Gamaliel, but by 
trade was a tent-maker, His learning and zeal 
procured him great favour in the Sanhedrim, and 
in the court of the high-prieſt, of whom he obtained 
authority to ſearch out the followers of Jeſus, 
and to put them in irons, and ſend them to be 
ex and this he did, not only in Jeruſalem, 
but in other parts; and ſome he cauſed to be 
ſcourged, ſome he forced to fly their towns and 
country, and many men and women he haled to 
pri ſons, whom he found calling upon the name of 
Jeſus; and ſome he compelled to blaſpheme or 
deny Chriſt, The threatening of ſlaying and put- 
ting them to death, and the havock he made daily 
in every houſe made the diſciples every where 
afraid, and his very name ftruck a terror where it 
came: ſo that all but the apoſtles, who abode at 
Jeruſalem were ſcattered abroad becauſe of the per- 
ſecution Encouraged. by this ſucceſs, he got again 
letters of authority to make an inquifition in the 
city of Damaſcus, and to aid and aſſiſt him, had 
procured men, and that very likely of the Roman 
army, to go with him, Thus far the Lord ſuffered 
him, but before he entered the city, he was arreſted 
from heaven, At noon or middle of the day, 2 
light ſhone brighter than the ſun upon them, and 
ſtruck all down to the earth; and as they lay, a 
voice was heard in the Hebrew tongue, which none 
underſtood but himſelf, his companions being ei- 
ther Greeks or Romans, ſaying, ** Saul, Saul, why 
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perſecuteſt thou me? and he anſwered, Who art 
thou Lord? and the Lord ſaid, I am Jeſus of Na- 
zareth, whom thou perſecuteſt : it is hard for thee 
to kick againſt the pricks. And he trembling and 
affrighted cried out, Lord what wilt thou have me 
to do? and the Lord ſaid, ariſe and go into Damaſ- 
cus, and it ſhall be told thee what thou ſhalt do.“ 
All the men ſaw the light and were alſo afraid, 
and they heard the voice, but as it was in another 
language-they underſtood nothing, and when the 
had helped up Saul, and he had opened his eye-lids, 
he found he was blind and could ſee nothing, and 
therefore was led into the city to the houſe of Ju- 
das, where .he continued in the utmoſt ſpiritual 
diſtreſs and could neither cat nor drink for three 
days, but abode crying, “ Lord what ſhall I do:“ 
Till Jeſus ſent Ananias to him with the glad news, 
that the ſame Lord that had appeared to him on his 


journey had loved him and opened for him the. 
fountain of his blood, that he might waſh and be 


clean: „And now, ſaith Ananias, why tarrieſt thou? 
ariſe and be baptized, and waſh away thy fins, cal- 
ling upon the name of the Lord,” This he did, 
and at once received the fight of his bodily and ſpi- 
ritual eyes, and knew he was God's choſen veſſel: 
and dear Child. I wiſh to God all that hear me 
were in the ſame happy condition, 


I have now mentioned what was moſt material 


in the life of this apoſtle till our Saviour met him; 


but I may not ſtop here, without making ſome re- 
marks upon a converſion ſo very paticular, for 
thereof undoubtedly have we ſuch an account, that 
we may learn much thereby, and be confirmed 
in our own experience of grace, and in the doct- 
rines of Chriſt's free mercy. ph | 

In St. Paul's ſtrict life and extraordinary zeal be- 


fore 


n POR 
fore he knew Ananias, we may ſee how fat a perſori 
map go, and be a ſtranger to the right way, For my 
part, I do not know if any one ever yet carried the 
matter of felf-righteouſneſs farther than he, or was 
more zealous for the law of God, the religion of 
his fathers; and works of piety than he. If any 
could have been ſaved by works of righteouſneſs 
which they had done, he would have gone to heaven 
that way, becauſe therein he exceeded ; but he 
knew by experience that doctrine of Chriſt, ** Ex- 
cept your tighteouſneſs exceed the righteouſneſs of 
the ſcribes and phariſces you can in no caſe enter 
the kingdom of God.“ | 
What can be ſaid by any which could not be ſaid 
of him? and if any might glory, he more: he was a 
child of Abraham of the tride of Benjamin, circum- 
cifed the eighth day according to the commandment ; 
Zcalous for the law above many in Jeruſalem, After 
the firifteſt fe& of his religion he lived a Ph ariſee, 
and was the ſon of a phariice, lived as touching the 
Iaw blameleſs, and before God in all good con- 
ſcience, Religiouſly attached to the traditions of the 
fithers he faſted twice in the week, gave alms of al 
he poſſeſſed, and was not an ign rant perfon, or a 
man that wanted a capacity to judge in divine mat- 
rers, but was on that account famous in the church, 
and in favour with the chief prieſts and elders, Per- 
haps if he had lived in our times he would have 
been canonized and reputed a ſaint 5 and no doubt, 
his acquaintance, and ſuch as knew him thought 
him ſuch, and when they faw ſuch a pivus and re- 
ligious man in trouble of mind about his foul, and 
faw him weep and cry day and' night, and not eat 
or drink, doubtleſs they thought, poor Saul is deli- 
rious, he is gone beſide himſelf, much learning, or 
much religion hath made him mad. Would to "a 
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all who hear me were like him, natwithſtanding all 
the good opinions they have of themſelves, till they 
knew a better righteouſneſs than all his. 
As ſoon as our Saviour had called to him, and his 
Heart was awakened, he ſaw all he had done was no- 
thing, „and counted it all dung and drofs that he 
might win Chrift and be foynd in him, not having 
His own righteouſneſs which was of the law, but the 
righteouſneſs which is throngh faith in Chriſt.“ 
Wich all his knowledge and-zeal and boaſt of be- 
Jonging to the ancient and then the only church of 
God, what good did it do him ? he did not yet know 
if he ſhould be ſaved. All the vain and high thoughts 
of being righteous or holier than another, or being 
of the beſt and pureſt religion, ſtrictneſs of life, and 

forming many duties; without the conviction ig 
the heart that yet we are poor, vile duſt and aſhes, and 
muſt be ſaved through mere mercy only ſeryes to 
exalt the proud nature, and teach them to perſecute. 
The molt ſhocking ſcenes of perſecution that have 
ever been ſeen, have been carried on by people who 
were zealous and fiery for their own way, but ſuch 
as did not know the meek fpirit of Jeſus, the Prince 
of peace, © who came not into the world to deſtroy 
men's lives, but to ſave them.“ It was the rigid opi- 
nion St. Paul had of the jews being only right, has 
made him fo hot againſt the chriſtians ; 64 it is re- 
markable our Saviour took all as done to him. 
< Whoſo touches his faints touches the apple af his 
eye. What they do to them is done to him, and it 
would be better to have a milſtone hanged about 
one's neck and be drowned in the depth of the ſea, 
than offend one of the little ones who believe in 
him.” I have obſerved often when fome perſons who 
are ſelf - righteous and conceited about their own 
way, have gone ſo far as to perſycute, at once they 
e 6 . (EG LA 8 . Dk do 
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do not know what they do: they forget all huma- 
nity, good manners, kin or affinity, and can be bar- 
barous and cruel without mercy, Thus was it with 
our apoſtles, he ſcourged people in the ſynagogues, 
drove fathers and mothers from their families and 


homes, and was properly a murderer, and had a 


hand in Stephen's death Oh | may the Lamb of God 
keep us in his lamb-like ſpirit, that when we go 
out in his warfare, our weapons may be never any 
other than ſpiritual, ſuch as meekneſs, love, mercy, 
intreaties, faith and patience : “ ſo ſhall we be the 
children of our Father which is in heaven.“ | 

The Lord ſuffered St Paul to come nigh Damaſ- 
cus, and I do not doubt all who loved not the diſci- 
ples began to triumph over them, and tell them, now 
ſoon their religion would be at an end: and it would 
have been ſo if Jeſus himte'f had not been the rock 
and chief corner-ſtone of their building, and againſt 
which he had ſaid, the gates of hell ſhall not pre- 
vail.” Let n: t any then, however few in number, or 
mean, or threatened, or perſecuted, be atraid : their 
ſtrength is to fit ſtill, and they ſhall ſee the Lord's 
ſalvation He ſhall fight heir battles, the Captain 
of our ſalvation ſhall go before them, and be in their 


rereward. Fear not them that can kill the body, 


and after that can do no more: nor be ſtartled and 
offended if the world ſhould oppoſe and blaſpneme 2 
no, though the kings of the earth ſtood up, and the 

rinces took counſel together. The cauſe is the 
Lord's. It is not of the world, for then the world 
would love its own. Be therefore quiet, and be 
ready to loſe all and to be rejected of all men, for 
yours is the kingdom of heaven. Comſort your- 
ſelves when even your maſters and relations Gould 


be againſt you, and think, when my father and mo- 
ther forſake me, the Lord will take me up. So per- 
Wk | ſecuted 
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ſecuted they the prophets which were before you. 
The apoſtles and diſciples of Jeſus and all the no- 
ble army of martyrs went that way to their reſt. 

] obſerved before that Paul came nigh to Damaſ- 
cus; and juſt before he entered the city gates, a 
light from heaven ſtruck him and his company to 
the earth, How juſtly mignt the ſame hand have 
ftruck him to hell mercy, free mercy, alone ordered 
it thus, while he lay upon the earth in a fright, 
Jeſus ſpoke to him. It is his way to bring down be- 
fore he exalts, and he“ was ſet for the falling and 
riſing again of many in Iſrael.” He fult ſmites the 
heart, overturns all the ſelf- righteouſneſs, and 
whatever we counted good in us, and does by us as 
he did once by Ezekiel, he leads us (as it were) into 
the deep receſſes of the wicked heart, and ſhews us 
all our ſinfulneſs, ſets in order before us all we had 
done amiſs, and ſays, ** Come and | will ſhew thee 
greater abominations than theſe,” and aſks us, 

Why perſecuteſl thou me?“ thus he ſpake to Paul, 
as if he had ſaid, what harm have I done to thee; 
that thou art mine enemy, why doſt thou fight 
*pgainſt me, why perſecuteſt thou me? think, ye 
drunkards, ye ſwearers and liars, ye whoremongers 
and adulterers, as if Jeſus ſpoke them to you. Think 
how he looks grieved upon you, as he did once up- 
on poor curſing and ſwearing Peter, and aſks you, 
« Why perſecuteſt thou me: why doſt thou cru- 
cify me afreſh, and put me to an open ſhame? at- 
tend to him, be forry, and go and weep bitterly 
before him, and be forgiven. 

As ſoon as our Saviour ſpoke, it went through 
Paul's heart. He thought before he was defending 
God's 'true religion, but now was in the . 
confuſion, nor knew who it was that thus ſpoke ; 
aud therefore aſked, 6+ 1 art thou Lord ?” here 
29 ; B 25 — we 
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may fee, with all his religion, he did not know God, 
but was an entire ſtranger to the Lord that bought 
him. Our Saviour did not ſay to him, I am the G 
of Abraham, the God of Iſaac, the God of Jacob, 
the God of your fathers; for then Paul had anſwered, 
Lord, | am not perſecuting thee, I am only o pong 
one Jeſus and his followers, who is worthippe 
among them inſtead of thee, *I am only engaged in 
thy cauſe gain; this new religion : Therefore ſaid 
the Lord, I am Jeſus, ** I am Jeſus of Nazareth, 
whom thou perſecuteſt.“ If he was affrighted before 
and aſtoniſhed, now he muſt tremble every limb, and 
be ready to fink into the earth with terror. Yes, 
for now he knew that Jeſus was the Lord : that the 
deſpiſed Son of the carpenter at Nazareth, who latel 
hung like a felon upon the tree, and died in ſuch 
ſhame and torture, was God over all! and then, like 
a poor ſinner, he made his firſt right prayer that ever 
he made in his life, and ſaid to that Jeſus he had ſa 
abhorred and hated, ** Lord, what wouldſt thou have 
me to do f Methinks I ſce him lift up his trembling 
hands, and with floods of tears beg for mercy. He was 
not diſobedient to the heavenly viſion, but ſunk under 
the conviction and ſtrove no more, It ſhould ſeem by 
our Saviour's ſaying, it is hard for thee to kick 
againſt the pricks,” that he had done much of it 

gainſt the tender rebukes and checks of the Holy 
Spirit, and the pricks of his own conſcience. W ho» 
ever ſo acts ſhall find it hard indeed, for they will 
bring ſuch calamities and diſtreſſes upon their own 
poor ſouls, as no creature can form an idea of, but 
= that does it: Not perhaps at the time they dg 
ſo, for God's Spirit appears grieved and retires oft, 
but the end ſhall prove he is ſironger than we, and 
* If a man will not turn, he will whet his (word, 
and bend his bow, and ſend out his arrows "guns 
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the pet ſecutors, which ſhall pierce to the very heart 
and reins, _ | | 5 | | 
This is alſo to be obſerved, that the Lord ſpake 
to Paul in a language none knew but himſelf, juſt 
ſo when God's word, like a two edged (Word, ſpeaks 
to a ſinner in his ſins, he underſtands, but perhaps 
many may be with him at the time and underſtand 
nothing about it, but wonder at his fears and con- 
dern, and perſuade him there is nothing; “ Be of 
good chear,” but he is too ſure of the contrary, and 
will never reft till, like Matthew when Jeſus called 
him, he riſes up, leaves all, and follows him. F 

Our Saviour had bid Paul go into Damaſcus, and 
er him * there it ſhall be told thee what thou 

alt do:“ Ir ſeems he had hitherto lain ſtill, and was 
waiting with an aching heart to ſee if Jeſus would 
not cauſe the earth next to open her mouth and ſwal- 
low him up and let his ſoul go quick down to hell: 
But now he atöſe and was led blind into the city, 
where his grief and concern was ſo great, he could 
not be comforted, nor perſuaded to eat or drink for 
three days, but continued praying to our mg 


and ſaying, * Lord what wilt thou have me to do 
What ſhall I do to be ſaved ?” So long God hear 
from his holy temple his cries, and ſo long ſuffere 
His tears, but now becomes his Saviour, | 
He did not immediately preach his mind to him; 
but would have him hear it from a man like himſelf, 
the angel did not tell Cornelius what he ſhould do, 
ut bid him * ſend for Peter who ſhould tell him 
words whereby he ſhould be ſaved.” This is to 
teach us not to deſpiſe the fooliſhneſs of preachings 
for thereby the only wiſe God has decreed to ſave 
them that believe; nor to ſlight his miniſters, they 
are poor and weak men; and are properly but veſlels 
o earth; but they are God's ambaſſadors, they are 
his meRengers of ſalvation- Fa 
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To one of theſe, namely Ananias, © a devout 
man according to the law, and of good report among 
the Jews,” but now adiſciple, the Lord appeared in 
A certain manner, and bid him go to Saul of Tarſus, 
in the houſe of Judas, and in ſuch a ſtreet, and ſhew 
him his ſalvation, Ananias was afraid to do this, 
ſo great a terror had Saul's name ſtruck to him, and 
therefore ſaid, Lord, I have heard by many of this 
man, how much evil he has done to thy ſaints in 
Jeruſalem; and here has he authority from the 
chief-prieſts to bind all that call upon thy name.” 
But the Lord quieted his ſervant, and allayed his 
fears by telling him, © He is my chofen veſſel, and 
ſhall bear my name tothe Gentiles, and to kings, and 
the children of Iſrael:“ And haſtens Ananias away, 
ſaying, ©* Behold he prayeth!” As if he had ſaid, 
My child make haſte, for his cries have reached mine 
ears, and I cannot longer withſtand his tears and 
prayers. Behold he ptayeth ! I muſt help him. This 
day will | ſhew him my ſalvation, And now Ana- 
nias came and found him out, and begun thus 
© Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jefus that appeared 
unto thee in the way as thou cameſt, has ſent me, 
that thou mighteſt receive thy fight, and be filled 
with the Holy Ghoſt.“ I dare ſay as ſoon as Paul 
heard Anantas call him brother, the tears guſhed 
out of his eyes afreſh, and he might think, O how 
unworthy am I to be called a . who have 
perſecuted and waſted the church of God] But yet 
it muſt comfort him at the ſame time, to hear, for 
all his fin, the Lord would yet become a Father to 
him, and Jeſus would count him among his bre- 
thren, Alſo as the Lord had revealed himſelf to him 
on the way by his new name, ſo Ananias begins his 
meſſage with the doctrine of Chriſt's divinity, ſay- 
ing, The Lord, even Jeſus, has ſent me“ to 

| thee, 
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thee, This was joyful news, this was glad tidings 
indeed to a ſoul in his condition; ready to periſh and 
without comfort, that Jeſus the Lord had ſent to 
him. While Ananias ſpoke and delivered his errand 
he laid his hands upon Paul, and immediately his 
ſight was reſtored, and the light of the day, and the 
light of the Sun of righteouſneſs at once aroſe upon 
him, Then Ananias Poke to him after this manner, 
And now brother Saul, Jeſus has ſet before thee an 
open door into his kingdom. He loves thee, and will 
make thee his miniſter and witneſs : This day ſhalt 
thou ſee his ſalvation and be filled with the Holy 
Ghoſt, His arms are now open to embrace thee, and 
his precious blood to waſh thee, Why tarrieſt. 
thou! Ariſe and be baptized and waſh away thy 
ſins, calling upon the name of the Lord.“ And he 
joyfully aroſe and was baptized, and received the 
bleſſed witneſs in his heart, that Jeſus loved him 
and had given himſelf for him. Thus ſhall it hap= 
pen to all that call upon the name of Jeſus in faith, 
and none ſhall pray to him in vain, | 

I have now related ſome of the moſt weighty cir- 
cumſtances of St. Paul's converſion, and alſo made 
ſome remarks which I thought needful, I come now: 
to ſpeak of the text, and to bring that good news to 
you which Ananias brought to him, 

The Lord, even Jeſus, ſends me with a commiſſion 
to preach the goſpel of repentance and remiſſion of 
' fins to you, He is your Saviour, he has loved and 
died for you; his wounds, like fountains, have been 
hewn and cut open for you; his blood and ſweat 
flreamed down like a river to make you clean, and he 
and his Spirit invites you to come and waſh. ** And 
now why tarry ye? Ariſe and be baptized and waſh 
away your (ins, calling upon the name of tho Lord.“ 

There 
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ye ſhall glorify me.“ 
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There is this idea in the text, this divine purport 
and meaning, All things ate ready : A redemption 
is obtained: A kingdom is gurchaſed; up and take 
poſſe ſſion. It is as if the Lord faid to you, Ye are 
finners, poor periſhing and undone finners, but I 
have prepared a falvation for you: A remedy as 
great as the diſeaſe: A ſalve as great and broad as 
the fore, I have opened a healing bath, come and 
be baptized, I have opened a fountain for ſin and 
uneleanneſs, waters which ſhall ſatiate your thirſt 
aſter righteouſneſs, ſtreams that ſhall overflow and 
dlot out the hand-writing, the threatenings and 
curſes that were againſt you: Floods that will waſh 
away your fins, and cleanſe the heart, the ſoul, the 
mind, and make a full end of all your iniquities 

wherefote then do ye linger, or why do ye tarry ; 
Call upon my name, call upon me your Jefus, your, 
Lord, “ and I will hear you and deliver you, and 


* 


« Ariſe,” that is, lift up your hearts to the Re- 
deemer! Lift up your eyes to the hill Calvary, 
whence cometh your help.” See him with out- 
ſtretehed arms interceeding for you, ſee him ready 
to embrace and bleſs you, read your names in his 
hands, the jron pens graved them there; fee his raw 
back which has carried your burdens, his ſore and 
aching head which has carried away the curſe of the 

round, and above all fee how he has loved you! 
* Arife,” hang down and droop thy head no more as 


if no balm was in Gilead, or as if there was no phy- 


fician there that could heal thee ; though thou art 4 
poor prodigal child, and haſt been feeding upon tke 
huſks, the pleaſures and vanities of a ſinful world, 
thou haſt a Father that loves thee, ariſe and go to 
him, Thou haft a dear Saviour whoſe wounds "Yr 

; cal. 
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heal thy ſpoiled and poiſoned nature. Thou haſt the 
* Holy Ghoſt who will lead thee and comfort thee as 
a mother comforteth her only ſon.” © Ariſe,” leave 
thy ſins, thy luſts, thy IO place, and venture 
to come to the ſin ner's refuge, and it ſhall go well 
with thee. 7 ' 
Be baptized,” be immerſed and covered in the 
bloody ſweat of Jcſus, be baptized with the baptiſm, 
vherewith he was baptized, thoſe great drops which 
Fell from him in his agony ſhall waſh away thy great 
crimes and frightful offences. Haſt thou not been 
already baptized with water in his name, but ſince 
gone like a dog to his vomit, and as a ſwine that 
was waſhed to her wallowing in the mire?” Now 
come and let the great Apoſtle and Biſhop of our ſouls 
baptize thee “with the Holy Ghoſt and with fire.“ 

&« Waſh away thy ſins,“ that is, come to the blood 
of the Lamb. No Jordan, no pool of Siloam, no Be- 
theſda is like it. If you had wept over your fins bit. 
terly like Peter, or Magdalene, or David, and added 
to it the blood of ten thouſand rams and bulls, and 
even all the blood of the martyrs, yet your deep in- 
bred fin would remain like ſcarlet- in- grain, nothing 
would be able to cancel or waſh it away, but one 
drop of the blood of God's Son, Jeſus, ſhall cleanſe 
you from all ſin in a moment, and this was really 
ſhed for you. The ſole aim our Saviour had in dy- 
ing and bleeding was to open a river of life in his 
blood for you. Whoever comes to this laver, to this 
fountain, though his fins were mare than the hairs 
of his head, or the ſands upon the fea-ſhore, all ſhalt 
be waſhed away and remembered no more: and tho? 
his crimes were the molt vile and abominable, ſo that 

his heart failed him, yet the blood of Chriſt ſhall 
make him whiter than the (now in Salmon, and ſof- 
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ten and melt his hard and icy nature, and ſpeak 
peace and pardon to his guilty conſcience, 

„Calling upon the name of the Lord,” this is to 
direct you where to apply, to whom you may addreſs 
yourſelyes and 'make your requeſts, namely, to the 
Lord Jeſus that appeared to Paul in the way. He is 
the Friend of finners. He is the Miniſter of the 
true ſanctuary, who hears prayer, and has the ten- 
dexeſt heart, Aſk of him and he will give you, ſeek 
to him and you ſhall find, knock at that door of the 
ſheep- fold, and you ſhall find entrance by the new 
and living way of his fleſh and blood, into the ho- 
lieft place of all. | | ; 
I do not doubt but when Paul was a Jew, he had 
prayed like the other Phariſees often, and made long 
prayers, but the ſcripture takes no notice at all of 
their being heard or regarded, but as ſoon as he 
turned to our Saviour and applied to him, he made 
haſte to help him. So as ſoon as blind Bartimeus 
called upon his name, he ſtood ftill and could not 
go on till he had ſhewed him mercy ; ſo the Syro- 
phenician woman, the lepers, the dying thief, when 
they ſought to him, found mercy at his hands, and 


are witneſſes that whoſoever ealls upon the name 


of the Lord Jeſus ſhall be ſaved. | 
Jeſus himſelf bids us aſk of him, his prophets and 
apoſtles preſs the ſame thing, and we find all the pri- 
mitive church, from Stephen, calling upon his name. 
Let then ſuch as doubt his divinity pray to others, 
and be aſhamed to ſue for mercy to one who hanged 
on a tree: let them tire themlelves and labour in 
vain, who call on another name, but let us who are 
called by the name of our Lord God Chriſt Jeſus, 
call iin faith, and feel and know there is no God that 
gan deliver like our God. Amen. 
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